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defiantly aiding the British, not only in making Pensacola the base of supplies for the army, but was arming the Indians and runaway negroes to fight in the British army. In the meantime, as it afterwards turned out, the Spanish Government was giving our Government the most profound assurances of its neutrality. General Jackson, with the strain upon him, had become exceedingly impatient. After writing- many letters imploring the Secretary of War to give him authority to go into the Spanish territory, he actually lectured the Secretary of War in the following language:
"How long will the United States pocket the reproach and open insults of Spain ? It is alone by a manly and dignified course that we can secure respect from other nations and peace to otir own. Temporizing policy is not only a curse, but a disgrace to any nation. It is a fact that a British captain of marines is and has for some time past been engaged in drilling and organizing the fugitive Creeks, under the eye of the Governor; endeavoring by his influence and presents to draw to his standard, as well, the peaceable as the hostile Indians.
"If permission had been given me to march against this place twenty days ago, I would ere this have planted there the American eagle. Now, we must trust alone to our valor and the justice of our cause."
General Jackson had already had considerable correspondence -with the Spanish Governor; had sent a special messenger, his trusted friend, to him with letters informing him of the wrongs being committed by aiding Captain Nichols in arming- the negroes and Indians, in giving continued shelter to British ships of war in the harbor, and making Pensacola a? depot of supplies; in fact, making his Government an active aid to the British.
To this the Governor replied, claiming that he was doing nothing but what he had a right, under Spanish treaties with the Creek Indians and Great Britain, to do, and closingdia station, the fol-ncentratinged, tu besee,effectual means of populating that section of the Union.
